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To:  State Historic Preservation Office & Other Applicable Agencies for National Register  

From:  Joshua L. Grant, MPA, Manager   

Date:  October 3, 2025 

Subject:  Machpelah National Register Nomination Submittal Package  

 

[Package of Submittal]  

Machpelah Presbyterian Church for Nomination to the National Register of Historic Places  

Public comment was offered during the public hearing held at the regularly scheduled meeting of the Lincoln 

County Historic Preservation Commission at 4:00PM on September 18th, 2025. During this meeting the 

Commission voted to send the nomination forward to SHPO and NRAC for consideration and listing on the 

National Register. The Commission highlighted the significance of the architecture and the contributing 

structure and cemetery site as well as the facts presented in the report during their vote/decision.  

A copy of the National Register nomination for Machpelah Presbyterian Church was placed at the Planning & 

Inspections Department in the public lobby for the duration of the 60 day period. A notification of the public 

hearing as well as the public comment period was posted on the County’s Website and the County’s Social 

Media Pages.  

Please see the attached documentation including:  

1) National Register Nomination Draft 

2) Resolution by Lincoln County Board of Commissioners  

3) Signed Statements as Required by State Historic Presevation Office (SHPO) 

a. Board of County Commissioners Chairperson, Jamie Lineberger  

b. Historic Preservation Commission Chairperson, Laura Gregory 

4) Documentation of Public Hearing  

5) Public Comments Received  
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Posted on: September 10, 2025

[ARCHIVED] Public Comment Period Open: Machpelah Presbyterian Church

Lincoln County Planning & Inspections
staff who serve as liaison to the
Historic Preservation Commission are
busy at work, administering the Local,
State and Federal process required for
Machpelah Presbyterian Church to
become listed on the

National Register of Historic Places.

Public Comment Period is now open
through October 1st, 2025. 

Submit your comments by emailing them
to planning@lincolncountync.gov 
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Joshua Grant

From: Planning

Sent: Monday, September 22, 2025 8:27 AM

To: Joshua Grant

Subject: Fw: Machpelah Church and Cemetery

This was sent through the planning inbox. 

 

From: Ann Graham <anncgr@msn.com> 

Sent: Saturday, September 20, 2025 12:45 AM 

To: Planning <planning@lincolncountync.gov>; Ann Graham <anncgr@msn.com> 

Subject: Machpelah Church and Cemetery 

  

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or 

attachments. 

 

 

My ggg grandfather was Joseph Graham, a general in the Revolutionary War who was a leader in Lincoln 

County in the 1700s and 1800s. When his 13-year-old daughter, Polly died in 1801, he and Alexander Brevard 

established a burial ground halfway between their two plantations for the Graham and Brevard families 

(Joseph and Alexander each married a daughter of Major John Davidson). Polly was the first person buried 

there. Members of the community made contributions and a church was built next to the cemetery in 1848. It 

was named Machpelah meaning burial place. The brick used in the building was made by slaves and a gallery 

was added in the rear for slaves who looked after the children. The first pastor was Rev. Robert Morrison, 

husband of Mary Graham, Joseph's daughter and he served until services were abandoned in 1865.  Joseph, 

his wife Isabella Davidson Graham, and many family members are buried at the cemetery there. 

 

I so value the history of this cemetery and church and support all efforts to recognize, remember, and 

preserve. I am also a member of the Vesuvius Furnace Chapter of the DAR. 

 

Thank you so much, Ann Graham 

Disclaimer 
Pursuant to North Carolina General Statutes Chapter 132, Public Records, this electronic mail message and any attachments hereto, as 

well as any electronic mail message(s) sent in response to it, may be considered public record and as such subject to request and review 

by anyone at any time. 




