ORARGH COUNTY INVANTORY

During the period of September 1976 to Apndl 1977 a survey of Orange
County was conducted by two ant history students, Margaret Davis and Woods
Garland, 'the completed survey consisted of 106 entsies inciuding houses,
schools, churches, mills, commescial structures, and cemeteries. The sugvey
excluded Hillsborough, Carrboro, and Chapel Iill proper, as each has had
its own inventory compiled, and has its own historic district, Therefore
the survey inclwdes mainly rural structures, which also play an important
role in the architectural history of Orange County,

The county was fosmad in 1752 and at that time it included Chathanm,
Caswell, Person, and Alamance counties, and portions of several othexs, It's
population was made up mostly of farmers or yeomen, according to Hugh lLefler,
but some attention was paid to industry such as saw mills and grist mills.
Most of the industry was lost to Alamance County, however, when it was cre-
ated in 1849, The county hosts a poiitical and cultural centex, Hillsborough,
its historic county seal, Orange County includes the site of the first state
university, dating from 1795, in Chapel Hiil, Thus the county has been diver-
gified from its birth and remains so today. It is approximately one third
of its origimal size according to Ruth Blackwelgder, and 70,3 % of its land is
devoted to farming and pastureland, i.c. to rural usage, Therefore a survey
of rural Orange County is important since a great percentage of the county's
architecture is non-urban,

The tools of our Orange County survey were varied, Books on architec-
ture of the South, architectural styles, and the history of Orange County
were consulted and are listed in the bibliography, The 1891 Tate Map of
Orange County was especially helpful, Not only did dt aid in the location of
historical structures, but it also helped make more specific datling possible,
‘fwo Orange County residenis are in the process of conducting a similap survey,
Through consultation with Dr, Blake of Jillsborough and Mis, Alfred Engstrom
of Chapel Mill, we were able to locate noteworthy structures that we might
not have been able to find otherwise, ‘The two local historians also pro-
vided histories for many of the buildings, And,to make the survey more
complete, we examined the existing files on Orange County and inconporated
buitdings that had previously been surveyed into our inventory,

RBvery road of the county was combed in search of historic structures,
Often the significance of the building was not immediately cvident and dis.
criminatory judgements had to be made, Always comscious of the site, especi-
ally the existence of old trees and outbuildings, we at first noted the shape
and proportions of the building: the boxier the better, The size and shape of
the chimneys was an important factor. Moving in for a closer I1nspection, we
noted such features as the roof 's position, the size and placement of the
windows, the age of the window glass, and such details as the type of hard-
ware used, These and other features helped in determination of styles and
approxinate dates,

The 106 structures recorded have been divided into iwelve catagorics
according to their style of usage, Listed ¢hronologically 'the styles reprew
sented -in our sutvey of rural Orange County are; Georgian 11%, lederal 5%,
Greek Revival 13%, Log 14%, "friple-A" 12%, Plain 19th Centuny 24%, and
Victorian 6%. Some structures come between major perlods and are seen as
transitional. Other catagories in our completed inventory are: churches 6%,
copmercial structures 6%, mills 2%, schools 4%, and cemeteries 5%,

Compriging 11% of the survey, Georgian is the earliest syle of archi-
tecture we found 3in rural Orange County, 7The Geoxgian style of building
began in the early 18th century,;was supposed to amd with the Revolution,
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but continued well dinto the 19th century in conservative North Carolina, Harold
liberlein has said that Georgian architecture echoed the spirit of the Renaisw
sancey 1t reflected Renaissance ideals, Geowrgian has the atmosphere of welle
ordered clnssﬁ'im with its symmetry and geomeirical proportions, 7The Georgian
mode of expression is also characterized by iits heaviness and boldness, but it
is not ungraceful, I is a stately expression, A CGeorgian domestic structure
is frequently box~shaped, Raised panels are very characteristic and the bold
mantels often have protruding mantel shelves and over-manteis,

Two examples of the Georgian style in »ural Orange County are the Joseph
C. Allison louse and Green Hill, Located near Schley in the northeastern soce
tion of the county, the Allison House exemplifics Norih Carolina's setardataisne
Geongian siyle, The present owmes says that hen grandfather built the house in
1840, Although it 1s a simple siructure and has had a considerable numbey of
alterations, the Allison House has Georgian features, Having a two room plan,
the two story dwelling has a very boxy shape, The entrance door has boldly
ralsed panels and a huge box lock, ‘The massive mantel in the main parlor has
a protruding mentel shelf,

A much grander display of the Geoigian style is found dn Green Hill, now
located just outside of Hillsborough, moved twelve miles from its original
sites Secctions of the house date from different eras; the Georgian section was
biilt in 1750, ‘The main room of the older scciion of the house has Georglan
characteristics such as, a heavily molded cornice around the ceiling, a pronounced
chair rall with naised paneling in the wainscot below, The Georgian mantel
has an over-mantel above, The house has elenents of bLoth the Geoxgian and Ped.
eral styles; The later section of Green Iil1l is in the llederal style,

The -Federal style flourished in North Caxolina from the 1780's or 90's
until approximately 1825, It is distinguished by its lightness and delicacy,
Slighter propoxrtions, low relief molding, flatl panels, and such {ypes of ornam
ment as the patera, half-patera, and reeding chapacterize the Federal style,
The southeastern scction of Green Hill ig distinctly Fedegxal, The three-part
mantel of the parlor exhibits the patera motif and the reeding which is often
found on Hillsborough Pederal mantels, IHalf-paterag are used in“the coxney
blocks of the door frames and the wainscoting has flat panelss Compared to the
heavies atmosphere in the older Geoxgian section, the mood of the Federal parlorn
in Green Hi11l 1s iight and airy.

Although Pederal siructures comptised an cxiremely small portion of the
buildings surveyed, 5%, each had outstanding quality. Mapel :1lill, ca, 1820,
near Hillsborough, is one such remarkable edifice. The oldest section of the
house i the front parlor, which hag a large Pederal mantel with the MHillse
borough reed design, The flat panél-Fedéral ddois havé-old hardware and box locks,

The Greek Revival style was dominant in Noxth Carolina fiom about 1825 +to
1865 and it composed 13% of our survey. It is typified by its bilateral syn-
metry, such as a wide central hall separarating symmetrical rooms, its new
expression of ornamentation in the use of marbelized wood in baseboards, waing.
cots, and mantels, its symmetrically molded doo» and window surrounds capped
by corner blocks, Greek Revival houses often lack exterior ornament and this was
often found to be true in the Orange County survey, 7Two houses which exemplify
Oreek Revival qualities ave the Thomas Roberis House and the 'Stagecoach Stop'.
The first of these houses has the typical Greek Revival suimrounds on both ' |
the exterior and the interior, including the symmetrical molding and corner blocks,
The marbelized wood tieatment on baseboards, mantels,,and wainscol are the finest
we found in Orange County, The house is symmeirical except for the extensive
pear additions, 'The cornice continues along the gable ends to form pediments,
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also adding classical elements, The dooxs themsclves are symmetsical and have
two flat panels, Another house of the same mode is the "Stagecoach House" in
which symmeiry is evident throughoul, The house has double chimneys at both
gable ends and a double door entrance with sidelights and a transom, It also
has symmeirically molded doox and window and door surrounds with plain corner
blocks, The marbelizing of the wood i1s missing here, but the wainscol and man.
tels have gymmetrical, flal paneled molding,

The next category to be discussed is that of the log cabin, which we view
as more of a construction method than a style per se, The typical 14 story log
cabin is a widespread structure in rural Orange County and is used for barns,
smokehottses  and dwellings, The popularity of the log cabin probably stems
from the immediate access Lo wooded areas, the ease of construction, and the
structural stability provided, Only log dwellings were sunveyed and they com-
prised 14% of the total inventory., They usually had stone chimneys and the
logs were joined by housetop or half.dovetail notches, Many of these cabins
have now been either covered with weatherboasd or shingle siding and are diffi-
cult to recognize as old buildings, D=Ixamples of this are the Menice Place, the
Sykes lLog Cabin, and the Blackwood House, Two examnles of the dog-trot plan
log cabin, which have not been altered, are the Chambers Log louse and the log
cabing moved from the Bingham School where they wene used as sleeping quanters.
The Chambers Log House.:has heavy hand hewn beams with the housetop notch and
. large stone chiuney at one end, It is 1% stories, the upper story being a
loft. The log cablns from the Bingham School are also lypical of this mode of
construction, Here however the usual breezeway of the dog-trot plan is blocked
by a massive chimney, which supplies a firveplace to each room, Once again the
housetop notch is used and the hand hewn Jogs have hack saw marks still obvi-
ous. These log structures are difficult to date due to the fact that they
have been constructed in the same faghion throughout the 19th and into the 20th
centunry,

Another type of structurce which was scen throughout Orange County and com-
prises 12% of our survey has been labeled "riple A", Again this is not a
style per se, but more of a method of construction, It is characterized LY

a false front gable and shingle ox bracket designs beneath the coxnice and in
the gables., I+ was offen an attempt at updating a plain 19th centuny house,
perhaps making 31 appear more Viclorian, These houses, placed in a separate
category, can also be seen as proto-Victorian; they usually date from the 1870's
to the 1890's, 7wo examples, the Blue Donnet Ranch and the Miller House, fea-
ture the false front gable, Bach have rear wing additions and the subsequent
'Li1-shape is also typical of "Triple A" houses, Both of these structures have
exterior < chimneys,-double’ doox: entrances, decorative shingle work in the
false gable, and returned caves, These are all common elements of the "“rriple
A" houses surveyed in Orange County, Bluc Bonnet has an interesting brick
inlay design in the necl of its west end chimney and pendant brackets suppoxt
the cornice. As is often-found in the '"Triple A" houses surveyed, there is
lattice work applied in the false gable, Although thesc two "I'riple A" houses
are similar, the Millex House ds distinguished by its clipped gable ends, forme
ing bays, rear rather fthan side chimneys, and a considerably older rear wing
with a Georgian mantel., This supports the idea that "I'riple A™ is an update
of existing stnructiures, Although the "“I'ziple A" type only made up 12% of our
total inventory, these structures are prevalent throughout all of Orange County
and are fairly uniform in thelr plan structure and applied decoration,

The majority, 24% of the structures surveyed in rural Orange Counly have
been classificd as plain 19th century, 7hese houses are ubiquitous, and those
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surveyed only nepresent a sampling of the total nimber of the plain 19th centlury
buiidings in the county, DBecause ornamentation or other stylistic features

were so siight or even nonexistent, thesce structures could notl safely be attrie
buted to a certain style, ‘There were various reasons for surveying these houses,
Some had significant single features such as unusual chlmeys, lo» example, the
$trayhorn House near Hillsborough is a plain 14 story frame structure that has
‘been vastly aliered, but it has a massive stone chimney, perhaps the largest in
pural Orange County, 7The OLd Stanford House:near White Cross, overgrown and din
an extremely dilapidated condition, also has an interesting chimney, It is
double~shouldered, constructed of stone from the ground level to above the first
shoulder, and of brick in the upper portion, Other of the plain 19th century
buildings surveyed had significant plans, such as the dog~trot plan of the Thomas
H. Hughes Houge near Cedar Grove, We also found it intevesting that the Hughes
House and several other vacant plain 19¢h century dwellings in the immediate
area once formed a complex of houses thal faced a now deserted road. Othey plain
1.9th century structures were surveyed for their historical significance; many
were listed on the Tate Map, For example, the plain 1% story Frame N,C.lester
House near Carr has little architectural significance othes than its nearly
salibox shapes ¥t was surveyed primarily because 1t and othes lester residences
are on the Tate Map, Most of the plain 19th century houses in Orange County

are either 14 or 2 stories, of frame construction, and have 1 onr 2 exterior end
chimneys, Urequently they have rear additions, Plain 19th centuty structures
have a dearth of oxnament, especially in Orange County,

fhe Victorian style, predominant in North Carolina from approximately the
1870%s to the turn of the century, constituies 6% of the buildings supveyed in
Orange County, Those recorded were chosen as representative samples, A Victor-
ian architectural historian, John Maass, perceives an experimental vitality
and a pleasurable fancy in 19th century American Victorian architecture, fven
in rural Orange County, Victorian houses are flamboyant and convey the Victorian
mood in their decoration., Two examples of the Victorian style in Orange County
are the Dy, Murphey llouse near Carr and the house which straddles the Person
sounty line, The unnamed Victorian house on the northern border. of Orange Coune
ty seems to issue the style humbly into the county, It has such recognizable
Victorian traits as, ample proportions, large windows with 2/2 gash, and it has
the especially characteristic machine made decoration, This ornament spans the
spaces between the front poxch posis, forming graceful axchesg, The Dr, Murphey
flougse is much morc claborately Victorian, Xt also has the Victotrian propoxrtions,
window type, and machine made decoration, but it is much more orxnate. The 2
story '.teghaped house has a 1 story porch encincling it and the zoof of the
porch is raised over the central entrance, Victorian Lricwa-brac is applied
extensively to the exterior surfaces, The interdor is also charvacteristically
Victorian, especially the mantels which have arcuate construction and miryors
in the oven.mantels,

Grouped acconding to usage Instead of style, churches comprise 6% of the
inventory, We began our survey including cemeteries with chusches, Aftes
conferring with Mrs, dngstrom, however, we learned of her thorough survey of
all ihe cemctesries and family burial grounds in Orange County, which will be
submitted to Wistoric Siles upon completion. Therefore, aftes January, we dig-
continued our search for cemeteries, Of those we did find, however, two axre
of noted historical significance: The Old Bno Cemetery, a Presbyterian cemetery
with graves from the early 1800's, and the Old New Hope Cemetery, from one of
the oldest Scottish Presbyterian settlements with graves dating from the late

1700's,
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According to lYefley wmost of the churches in Orange County are cilther
Presbyterian ox Baptist, and we also found this to be true in oun inventory.
“There woere some Bpiscopal churches, such as St, Mary's Parish, establishéd
1759, which will be discussed in.this paper, and the Cane Creek area was
settled by Quakers, The other church to be discussed here is the Bethlehen
Presbyterian Chunrch, organized in 1822, The majority of original churches in
Orange County stand on or neay thedr original site, but most of them have been
rebuilt within the last 40 or 30 years, and werc thus not pertinent to our
survey, However the chunches mentioned above met the criteria of our survey,
St, Mary's was built in 1859 and is a Gothic Revival brick structure laid in
Ilemish bond, ‘fhe chunch has a projecting apse in the rear behind an arched
opening, ‘lhere are nonfunctional butresses along the sides and Gothic anrch
windows throughout, Although the interiors are rather plain, there is an

elegant simplicity about the:structure, I is umigue in the fact that bLrick
rather fthan wood is the material used, The DBethichent Chuxch is a  Greek
Revival structure of a grander scale than St, Mary's, It dis built on a cross-
axds plan, and all four gable ends are pedimented, There Is a full height
portico with pillars across the front and also an enlarged dentil cornice,
Again the interdors axe fairly simple, but the structure dltsolf is quite
beautiful,

Our final carcgory consists of several groups of structures which com-
prised a minor portion of our survey, They are listed according to their
function: schools, which made up 4% of the inventory; mills, which made up 2%
and commercial structures, which made up 6%, Schools and private academies
for both boys and girls, were found throughout the county, .. Public ‘edu= .
cation did not take shape until 1839 , Often there were preparatoty schools
for the university. The most eminent of these was the Bingham School according
to Leffler, and it was directed by three generations of educators. ‘this ds
architecturally the most significant of the schools we sunveyed, Anong the
others surveyed were the Hughes and the Ceday Grove Academies,

The next subdivision of this categony is the mills, which are only
scantly represented here, As was siated earlien a good deal of the industny
of Orange County went to Alamance County when it was formed, and a lange
number of saw and grist mills are no longer standing, The two we surveyed were
both grist mills: Morrow's Mill and Faucette's Mill, located on Cane Creek and
The Bno River respectively,

Pinally we surveyed a few country stores and two post offices, Hox the
most part these structures are more historically than architecturally signifi.
cant, although the Jorden Tharmacy ig worth mentioning, It is a 1 stony board
and batten building which dates from the 1850's and recalls the A.J. Downing
building style., It is irregular in plan with a hip roof and was featured in a
Durham newspaper article in Mapch of 1969,

After having discussed all of the preceding styles and categories, one
begins to develop a tolal picture of the anchitecture in nural Orange County
and certain prevailing {rends become evideni, Basically Oprange County is made
up of unpretentious wtilitarian farm houses, varying in style.. But there is
seldomly a radical departure from one style to the next, Styles often meld
together, especially during periods of transition, Pure examples of the styles
vepresented were hard to fiud., Mantels, stairways, window and door surrounds,
and moldings are . so often plain, Jiven the morxe affluent homes, such as the
Smith Place,and Miss Maude-:l'avcédite's House and not particularly decorative.
However, drouhd Hillsborough, the ¢ultural and political center of the county,
more cmbellisbments were found, This more well-to~do arca bad residents who
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could afford more decorative elements for their homes, And it Is in thesge
houses avound Hillsborough, such as Sumnyside and Chatwood, that siyles are
most clearly represented,

Agide from the general lack of ornamentation, Orange County structures axe
usually framey obléng in plan with exterior end chimneys, Drick was rare; only
one brick house was surveyed, Little Ayr Mount, This is a beautiful transitional
Georglan/Pederal house with a 2 story central core and iwo flaunking 1 story
wings, There arve a varicety of plans in Orange County: central hall, two room,
hall and parlox, dog~trot, and onc room.

Certain areas of the county exhibited specific trends, “fowns with schools
became architectural centers,such as Cedar Grove, Qaks, Caldwell, and Calvander,
Vor cxample, the center of the nontheast  is Caldwell: clsewhere in that area
there is little of architcctural significance, In the Sands, the nonrthwest con-
ner of the county, Cedar Grove is the architectural center, Towns wilh schools
became culiural and architectural centers throughout the county, This depicts
Orange County &s an area with a special concenn for education throughout its
existence., Only a few academies remain and they comprise a small portion of our
survey, as do commercial and religlous edifices, Domestic architecture is the
dominant building type, and therefore is much more characteristic of Orange
Cotnty architecture,

We would like to conclude with an example of what we consider to be a
typical, yet particularly pleasing,. rupral Ordinge County domestic structure,

The Strowd House, ¢2,1860, located just outside of Caxrboro, is a 2 story frame
plain 19th century dwelling, with two exterior end chimmeys and a 1 story shed
roof porch, The exterior and intérior txim jis plain, and the spacious interion
rooms are organized symmetrically around the centyral hall, The house is ex-
tremely well-kept, and large irees béslow generous shade and enhance the pleasant
setting, This historic house, like many others in ruxal Orange County, is not
architecturally staxtling, yet it is a fine and handsome reminder of Orange past,
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