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Inc.105 In 1986, the Town of Wake Forest and the Wake Forest Chamber of Commerce invested 
in the downtown by removing dilapidated signage, cleaning the building exteriors, installing 
new awnings and sidewalks, and planting trees.106 With the town struggling to keep industry 
long-term, the Wake Forest Business and Industry Partnership formed in 1994 to attract both 
commercial and industrial companies to the town.107 Wake Forest became a Main Street 
Community with support from the Town of Wake Forest Downtown Development Department 
and Wake Forest Downtown and today has a vibrant downtown commercial core. 

                                                
105 David Zucchino, “Waking Up: Town Eager for Growth,” Raleigh News and Observer, April 1, 1978, 

“Growth Vertical File, Wake Forest Historical Museum; Wake Forest Downtown, “About,” 
https://www.wakeforestdowntown.com/about/ (accessed June 2020). 

106 Pelosi, Connections, 126; Zucchino, “Waking Up.” 
107 Jeff Alford, “Wheels Start Moving to Attract WF Industry,” The Wake Weekly, May 4, 1995, “Growth” 

Vertical File, Wake Forest Historical Museum; Jeff Alford, “WF Board, Business Groups Talk Industrial 
Development,” The Wake Weekly, December 14, 1995, “Growth” Vertical File, Wake Forest Historical Museum; 
Wake Forest Business and Industry Partnership, “About Us,” http://www.discoverwakeforest.org/about-us (accessed 
June 2020).  
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A r c h i t e c t u r a l  C o n t e x t  
 
 
Wake Forest’s nineteenth and early twentieth century is best represented by the buildings 
within the Wake Forest Historic District (WA1665; NR2003). These buildings, the largest 
collection of intact resources from the pre-World War II era in the town, illustrates a diversity of 
architectural form and style that is due in large part to its lengthy period of development, from 
1820 through the mid-twentieth century.   
 
In Wake Forest, and throughout North Carolina, the economic depression of the 1930s 
followed by the limited availability of building materials during the World War II era, resulted in 
very limited residential construction from 1930 to 1945. However, following the war, a dramatic 
increase in residential construction occurred, in part as a response to the suppressed housing 
market of the previous decade, and in part—in college towns specifically—to an increase in 
student enrollment. The Town of Wake Forest was no exception with the existing residential 
area expanding into undeveloped land near the college and new suburban developments laid 
out near, or outside of, the town boundaries. 
 
In the immediate post-World War II era, smaller houses with restrained ornamentation were 
constructed on vacant lots within Wake Forest’s historic neighborhoods as well as on the 
fringes of the historic core. Characterized by a very simple rectangular, side- or front-gabled 
form, flush eaves, and a lack of architectural detail, Minimal Traditional-style houses were a 
response to the limited resources of the Depression and World War II, and then the need for 
rapid home building after the war. These houses, constructed from the mid-1940s through the 
early 1950s, were small in size with compact footprints that were well suited to existing urban 
lots.  
 
By the 1950s, the Ranch form came to dominate the 
residential landscape in Wake Forest, as it did in 
much of the state. The wide, one-story houses, with 
low-pitched, hipped or gabled roofs were most often 
constructed with brick veneers and were attractive 
to both middle- and working-class families looking 
for a low-maintenance alternative to wood siding, 
which required regular repainting. Most examples in 
Wake Forest utilized traditional details, perhaps a 
reference to the Classical and Colonial-style 
buildings on the Wake Forest College campus. These 
details include double-hung windows, paneled doors 
with classical surrounds, and decorative metal posts or classical columns supporting the 
carports and small porches.  
 
While much of the flat land immediately surrounding the college had already been developed 
by the 1950s, rugged terrain and large suburban lots remained to the west and south of the 
Wake Forest Historic District, and throughout new mid-twentieth century developments at the 
outskirts of town. Engaged one- and two-bay carports were common, illustrating the 
significance of the automobile during the mid-twentieth century. Additionally, the open floor 
plans with centrally located kitchens represented the family-centered focus of the 1950s 

Figure 12: House (WA8706) 
332 South Allen Road 

 



 30 

house, a rejection of the fragmentation of rooms separated by hallways that earlier house 
forms provided. Most of the subdivisions platted in the 1950s and 1960s contain entire 
streetscapes of Ranch houses, the form remaining popular in Wake Forest through the 1980s. 
 
The vast majority of houses built in Wake Forest 
between 1958 and 1975 were constructed with 
Ranch forms and finished with traditional details. 
However, several noteworthy examples of the 
Modernist style are present in the study area. 
Modernism was introduced to North Carolinians in 
the late 1940s, most notably through the 
establishment of the School of Design in 1948 at 
North Carolina State College (now North Carolina 
State University) in nearby Raleigh. The style, which 
like most architectural styles was slow to reach small 
towns and rural areas, was little used in Wake Forest 
until the 1970s, and even then was never as popular 
as the Ranch house.  
 
The earliest example of the style in Wake Forest is 
the 1950 Thomas J. Byrne House (WA8734). The 
house is not overtly Modern, but instead bears a 
Ranch form with Modernist details including paired 
and tripled one-light, metal-framed casement 
windows with shared transoms. The resulting 
window units are in turn grouped—most often in 
groups of three—to create wide expanses of glass. 
The two interior chimneys are tied together and have 
a shared, flat chimney cap creating the image of a 
single, broad chimney. 
 
Characteristics of the Modernist style typically 
include flat and shed roofs with deep overhangs, 
exposed roof beams and purlins, large banks of 
windows, recessed entries, and natural materials. 
Among the best residential examples of the style is 
the c.1973 William and Barbara Mutschler House 
(WA8698). Located in a new, curvilinear subdivision 
constructed adjacent to the Wake Forest Country 
Club, the one-story, side-gabled house has few 
openings on the street-facing façade, but large 
expanses of glass windows and doors on the rear elevation to take advantage of the natural 
views and to blur the boundary between interior and exterior spaces. The dramatic slope of the 
shed-roofed, two-car carport and the deep eaves emphasizes the horizontality of the house 
and differentiates it from Colonial Revival-style houses in the neighborhood.  
 
A late example of Modernist architecture in Wake Forest is the c.1977-1984 John and Melanie 
Murphy Rich House (WA8716). Constructed about 1977, the front-gabled core of the house 
features a low-sloped roof with deep overhangs and exposed purlins, a prominent exterior 

Figure 13: Cardinal Hills (WA4989) 
200 block Mockingbird Lane 

 

Figure 14: Thomas J. Byrne House 
(WA8734) 442 Pineview Drive 

 

Figure 15: William and Barbara Mutschler 
House (WA87698) 

1320 Country Club Drive 
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chimney on the façade and large expanses of 
windows that nearly wrap the corners of the 
building. The house was enlarged before 1988 with 
a side-gabled wing and attached garage, all 
arranged around a landscaped patio and deck 
space at the rear.  
 
Modernism as applied to commercial buildings was 
equally scarce in Wake Forest. A handful of 
commercial buildings near the downtown core, 
predominantly banks, were constructed with 
Modernist design elements, though many have been 
altered over time. More typical are mid-twentieth 
century commercial buildings that continue the 
trends of standard commercial construction that 
prevailed throughout the early twentieth century.  
 
The most striking example of institutional 
Modernism in Wake Forest is the 1960 Northern 
Wake Hospital (WA8705). The one-story, flat-roofed, 
blonde-brick building features pierced concrete 
screening on the east and north elevations, facing 
the street and parking lot, and full wall of windows 
on the west elevation, facing a wooded area at the 
interior of the block. The entrance is sheltered by an 
asymmetrical, barrel roof supported by concrete 
columns. 
 
More typical of mid-century institutional building is 
the 1958 Forestville Baptist Church Education 
Building with a red-brick veneer, twelve-light steel-
sash casement windows, and a modest, inset 
entrance.  
  

 
 

Figure 16: John and Melanie Murphy 
House (WA8716) 142 Jenkins Road 

 

Figure 17: Commercial Building 
(WA8723) 502-504 South White Street 

 

Figure 18: Northern Wake Hospital 
(WA8705) 250 South Allen Road 
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A p p e n d i x  B :  

L i s t  o f  S u r v e y e d  P r o p e r t i e s  
 
 

SSN PropertyName StreetNumber StreetDir StreetName StreetType Status 
WA0182 Forestville Baptist Church 1350 S. Main Street NR1984 

WA1499 Purefoy-Allen-Harris House 1248 S. Main Street Determined Not 
Eligible 2013 

WA4978 Wake Forest Masonic Lodge 
#282 220 E. Wait Street   

WA6508 House 600 S. Wingate Street SL2020 (WFHD-BI) 

WA6509 House 145 W. Vernon Avenue SL2020 (WFHD-BI) 

WA8689 New Hope Village 133 N. Allen Road   

WA8690 Public Housing 309 W. Chestnut Avenue   

WA8691 Public Housing 600 N. White Street   

WA8692 
Southeast Baptist 
Theological Seminary 
Duplexes 

400blk   Stadium Drive SL2020 (WFHD-BI) 

WA8698 Mutschler House 1320   Country Club Drive SL2020 

WA8699 Faircloth House 1414   Country Club Drive May be eligible; no 
interior access 

WA8700 Savage House 1601   Wake Drive   

WA8701 Jones House 10009   Ligon Mill Road   

WA8702 Wellman House 10001   Ligon Mill Road   

WA8703 Daniel House 257 S. Allen Road   

WA8704 Office Building 247 S. Allen Road   

WA8705 Northern Wake Hospital 250 S. Allen Road   

WA8706 House 332 S. Allen Road   

WA8707 House 352 S. Allen Road   
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SSN PropertyName StreetNumber StreetDir StreetName StreetType Status 
WA8708 House 705   Durham Road   

WA8709 House 735   Durham Road   

WA8710 House 744   Durham Road   

WA8711 House 753   Durham Road   

WA8712 House 806   Durham Road   

WA8713 Grace Baptist Church of 
Wake Forest 500 E. Jones Avenue   

WA8714 House 522 E. Jones Avenue   

WA8715 House 525 E. Jones Avenue   

WA8716 Rich House 1421   Jenkins Road May be eligible in 
2030 

WA8717 Olive Branch Baptist Church 326 E. Juniper Avenue SL2020 

WA8718 House 502 E. Walnut Avenue   

WA8719 House 508 E. Walnut Avenue   

WA8720 House 514 E. Walnut Avenue   

WA8721 Wake Forest United 
Methodist Church 905 S. Main Street   

WA8722 Commercial Building 430-434 S. White Street   

WA8723 Commercial Building 502-504 S. White Street   

WA8724 Paschal Golf Club 555   Stadium Drive SL2020 (WFHD-BI) 

WA8725 House 647   Wait Avenue   

WA8726 House 857   Wait Avenue   

WA8727 Brewer House 870   Wait Avenue   

WA8728 House 1001   Wait Avenue   

WA8729 Bunn House 1232   Wait Avenue   

WA8730 House 414   Woodland Drive SL2020 (WFHD-BI) 

WA8731 House 434   Woodland Drive SL2020 (WFHD-BI) 

WA8732 House 442   Woodland Drive SL2020 (WFHD-BI) 

WA8733 House 501   Woodland Drive SL2020 (WFHD-BI) 
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SSN PropertyName StreetNumber StreetDir StreetName StreetType Status 

WA8734 Byrne House 442   Pineview Drive SL2020 

WA8735 House 525   Rayburn Avenue SL2020 (WFHD-BI) 

WA8736 House 526   Rayburn Avenue SL2020 (WFHD-BI) 

WA8737 House 530   Rayburn Avenue SL2020 (WFHD-BI) 

WA8738 House 604   Rayburn Avenue SL2020 (WFHD-BI) 

WA8739 House 701   Rayburn Avenue SL2020 (WFHD-BI) 

WA8740 House 554 S. Wingate Street SL2020 (WFHD-BI) 

WA8741 House 608 S. Wingate Street SL2020 (WFHD-BI) 

WA8742 House 618 S. Wingate Street SL2020 (WFHD-BI) 

WA8743 House 210 W. Vernon Avenue SL2020 (WFHD-BI) 

WA8744 House 215 W. Vernon Avenue SL2020 (WFHD-BI) 

WA8745 House 219 W. Vernon Avenue SL2020 (WFHD-BI) 

WA8746 House 515 N. College Street SL2020 (WFHD-BI) 

WA8747 House 204 W. Juniper Avenue SL2020 (WFHD-BI) 

WA8748 House 304 W. Juniper Avenue SL2020 (WFHD-BI) 

WA8749 House 318 W. Juniper Avenue SL2020 (WFHD-BI) 

WA8750 House 321 W. Juniper Avenue SL2020 (WFHD-BI) 

WA8751 House 328 W. Juniper Avenue SL2020 (WFHD-BI) 

WA8752 House 342 W. Juniper Avenue SL2020 (WFHD-BI) 

WA8753 House 400 W. Juniper Avenue SL2020 (WFHD-BI) 

WA8754 House 316   Rock Spring Road SL2020 (WFHD-BI) 

WA8755 House 324   Rock Spring Road SL2020 (WFHD-BI) 

WA8756 House 338   Rock Spring Road SL2020 (WFHD-BI) 

WA8757 House 511 N. Wingate Street SL2020 (WFHD-BI) 

WA8758 House 521 N. Wingate Street SL2020 (WFHD-BI) 

WA8759 House 531 N. Wingate Street SL2020 (WFHD-BI) 
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SSN PropertyName StreetNumber StreetDir StreetName StreetType Status 

WA8760 House 532 N. Wingate Street SL2020 (WFHD-BI) 

WA8761 House 533 N. Wingate Street SL2020 (WFHD-BI) 

WA8762 Rogers House 534 N. Wingate Street SL2020 (WFHD-BI) 

WA8763 House 558 N. Wingate Street SL2020 (WFHD-BI) 

WA8764 Glen Royal Baptist Church 
Parsonage 609 N. Wingate Street SL2020 (WFHD-BI) 

WA8765 Bridges House 611 N. Wingate Street SL2020 (WFHD-BI) 
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A p p e n d i x  C :  

L i s t  o f  S u r v e y e d  
D i s t r i c t s / N e i g h b o r h o o d s  

 
 

DSSN District LocationDesc Status 
WA4989 Cardinal Hills Subdivision Cardinal/Mockingbird/Quail/Wait/Allen/Robin Not eligible 

WA4990 Spring Valley/Windsor Park Subdivision S.Main/Windsor/Highland/Forestville/Spring 
Valley/Farm/FarmRidge Not eligible 

WA7925 W.G. Mangum, Green Acres, and Home Gardens 
Subdivisions Ligon Mill/Mangum/Cameron/Wake/Forest/Seawell Not eligible 

WA8693 Brewer Circle Development Brewer/Carroll/Wait/N.Allen/Best Not eligible 

WA8694 Pineview Estates Pine Ridge/S.Wingate/Lakeview/Agnew/Pineview/Julie 
Ann May be eligible in 2030 

WA8695 Oakwood Estates Oakwood/Dogwood/Holly May be eligible in 2030 
WA8696 Wake Union Church/Crenshaw Wake Union Church/Crenshaw Not eligible 
WA8697 Wake Forest Country Club Neighborhood Country Club Drive/Keefer Circle May be eligible in 2030 
WA8766 Wake Forest Historic District Boundary Increase   SL2020 
WA8767 Windsor Park S.Main/Windsor/Highland/Forestville SL2020 
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