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Dominating this period of architecture 1n the countryside 

was the Queen Anne derived, Folk Victorian style. This style 1s 

defined by ornamenting the ever-popular traditional house form 

with Queen Anne details. The primary areas for the application 

of this Victorian detailing are the porch, corn1ce line, and 

gable ends of the dwelling. The roof-wall junction may b e 

either boxed or open. Most Folk Victorian houses exhibit som e 

Queen Anne detailing but are easily differentiated from true 

Queen Anne examples by the presence of symmetrical facades, and 

by their lack of use of textured and varied wall surfaces 

characteristic of the Qu een Anne style. 

Among the most impressive of the Folk Victorian dwellings 1s 

the Walter Lenoir House (ca. 1893) with an impressive two-tier, 

two - stor y p o rch with elaborate jig-saw cut porch detailing. The 

porch gable is adorned with wood shingles and a decorative apron 

1n the apex of the gable. The Leonard B. Estes Farm (ca. 

1870-1890) illustrates the more common porch treatment of a 

front facade, one-story porch combined with a two-story entry 

porch. Also present are characteristic cornices that are boxed 

and return, exterior end chimneys, and sheathed boards beneath 

the porch areas of the house. These houses also illustrate the 

increasing popularity of the two-story, L-shaped house. 

The Colonial Revival style resulted from the renewed 

interest in classically derived stylistic elements 1n the early 

twentieth century. The use of Colonial Revival elements such as 
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slender columns and entablatured window surrounds are seen as 

exterior features more often on houses built in the county after 

1910, but reserved Colonial Revival e lements were often used on 

the interior finish of turn of the century houses. 

Farm Outbuildings 

The majority of outbuildings were built with log or frame 

construction in the county. In most cases the log outbuildings 

predate the fram e outbuildings. There are very few ex amples of 

nineteenth century outbuildings, the extant buildings are barns 

of log construction with the exception of several brick cottages 

that were mid-nineteenth century servants quarters. 

Among the barns included 1n the survey, the central passage 

with single or double-pens on each side is the most common plan. 

The double-pen log barn consists of two log pens of equal size 

on either side of a passage way as at the Thomas Hoover farm. 

The single-pen log barn with square corner notching is 

exemplified at the Finley Smith farm. Frequently sheds, more 

often of frame, were attached to the sides of the barn. The 

substantial expans1on and over-building of barns often obscures 

the central log core as illustrated 1n an early nineteenth 

century barn at Cloverhill. 

Balloon framing was introduced 1n the late nineteenth 

century and quickly adopted 1n the county. The gable-front 

frame barn 1s by far the most visible in the rural landscape. 

The larger frame barns still followed the central passage plan. 

An early example 1s found on the Emanuel McRary farm. A unique 

exception to this me thod of construction 1s a notable circular 

barn of mansonry construction built around 1918 as part of the 

Cloverhi11 farm complex. 
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Among the other outbuildings on the typical farm were the 

smokehouse, granaries (also called wheat houses), corn cribs, 

the springhouse, chicken house, pig styes, blacksmith shops, and 

additional miscellaneous storage buildings. It 1s known that 

tobacco was raised 1n the county, but surviving tobacco barns 

are rare. 

Commercial Architecture (1890-1910) 

As 1s typical of towns all over North Carolina, the pr1mary 

commercial district of Caldwell centered in the four block area 

surrounding the county court house. 

Commercial buildings r e f l e c t the building styles of typical 

late nineteenth and early twentieth century commercial archi-

tecture of small towns. Buildings were brick, two- and 

three-story in height, with flat facades usually ornamented with 

restrained corbeled brick 1n the corn1ce and applied pressed 

metal store fronts. Window treatment might vary on each level 

and it was common to use square and round arched windows on the 

same building. Many of the commercial buildings in the county 

have been compromised over the years with the first level of the 

building suffering the most irreparable changes. 

Among the typical turn of the century brick buildings 1n 

Lenoir 1s one not~ble block which contains architecturally 

distinctive commercial buildings. Local merchant Marshal M. 

Courtney built two handsome buildings (one 1n 1897 and the other 

in 1907) which retain some original detail. The three-story 

Courtney Building (1897) on the corner of West Avenue and Church 

Street r e tains an pressed metal cornice and is surmounted by a 
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large pressed metal pinnacle inscribed with the builders nam e 

and date of construction. Its sister buildin g (constructed in 

1907) features the use of stone as an accent material, framing 

pilasters support a well executed entablature, and round arched 

windows combine to create a nicely finished brick building. W. 

J. Lenoir's Lenoir Hardware and Furniture Building (ca. 1907) 

with a recessed corner entrance 1s anoth er goo d example · of 

commercial architecture of this block. 

Church Architecture (1870-1910) 

The church remained an important rural institution during 

the decades following the Civil War . The pe r iod of 1870-1910 

saw the construction of buildings for newly formed congre­

gations, and the replacement of several older buildings such as 

that of the Union Baptist congregation established 1n 1814, 

which constructed a new church 1n 1875. A large portion of 

these pre-twentieth century churches have b ee n lost through 

demolition, fire, or extensive remodelings and en largements. 

However, Mariah's Chapel, built around 1875 f o r a Methodist 

congregation, in the upper Yadkin Valley 1s characteristic of 

the mode .st rural sancturaries preferred by all denominations 

during this period. The unadorned gable front, frame structure 

has a belfry and two separate front entrances (one for men and 

one for women). A recessed transom crowns e ach doorway. Th e 

interior is modestly finished with sheathed boards. 

By 1904 modest Gothic Revival elements were appear1ng on 

country churches and more stylized Gothic Revival Chur ches were 

being built 1n the new, industrially afflu e nt townships. 

Towers, which functi~ned as entrances, and triangular arched 
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windows such as seen on Cedar Valley United Methodist Church 

established in the nineteenth century and rebuilt 1n 1905, and 

Littlejohn's Methodist Church established (ca. 1775) and rebuilt 

around 1914 were the common embellishments of rural churches 

constructed after 1900. The Chapel of Rest established in 1887 

and rebuilt 1n 1918 has an exceptionally well finished interior. 

Another charming example of this styling is the Edgemont Baptist 

Church (ca. 1905), perhaps the most intact of Caldwell's early 

twentieth century churches. The gable front form and two stage 

tower retains an original weatherboard exterior pierced by round 

arched window and door open1ngs. A patterned tin shingle roof 

shelters the church as well as the tower. The interior 1s 

handsomely finished and reflects a peaceful and luminous quality 

so typical of rural churches. 

In 1908 the first brick churches were erected 1n rural 

Caldwell County. The more e1aborate brick sanctuaries o~ the 

First United Methodist Church of Granite Falls (1908) and Lower 

Creek Baptist Church of Lenoir (burned in 1942, rebuilt 1n 1943) 

illustrate the growing prosperity associated with the lumber, 

furniture, and textile industries developing 1n the county. 

These churches varied from their rural counterparts 1n the use 

of more "academically correct" architectural elements such as 

gothic arched windows, decorative colored glass, 

buttresses, and decorative brickwork. 

Continued ~conomic Growth (1910-1940) 

support 

The period of 1910-1940 saw Caldwell County's economy 

following the prosperous trends of state and national growth. 
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Interest ~n 
. . 
~mprov~ng and building roads, the dev e lopment of 

hydroele c tri c power, ~n addition to general econom~c e xpansion 

and consolidation continued the process of industriali z ati o n. 

Railroad tracks were still being laid so that by 1920, 5 ' 5 2 2 

miles of raiLroad covered the state, and 1921 ushered in the 

beginning of North Carolina's "good roads e ra". 

Two natural disasters, floods in 1916 and 1940, setback th e 

economy of both years. Farms throughout the county were heavily 

damaged and crops were destroyed. The lumber towns of Mortimer 

and Edgemont suffered severly and became only ghosts of their 

former s elves. Granite Falls, Huds o n, Col lettsvill e and Leno i r 

faired better and suffered no permanent damage. Mainly due to 

th e 1916 flood, one of the larger lumb e r ventur e s ~n Caldwell 

County failed. 

W. J. Grandin of Pennsylvania came to Caldwell County around 

1908 with aspirations of personally building "Watauga and Yadkin 

River Railroad" and operating a double band lumber mill. He 

bought 66,000 acres of timberland ~n Watauga, Wilkes and 

Caldwell counties and laid out the new town of Grandin. At one 

time there were 32 houses, a boarding house, general store, 

blacksmith shop, railroad depot, school building, and two mill 

buildings plus equipment making up the community. The 1916 

flood destroyed most of the railroad bed which was ~n the flood 

plain of the Yadkin River. Grandin tried to rebuild but the 

Grandin Lumber Company we nt bankrupt.24 Surviving as a reminder 

of W. J. Grandin's dream are a boarding house now used as a 

private residence, and two large frame mill building s used as 

storage barns. 
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New furniture, lumber and textile mills were still being 

established by local capital. Between 1907 and 1913 Bernhardt 

Furniture Company, Lenoir Chair Hanufacturing Company and Lenoir 

Cotton Mills were among the new industries. But just as 

significant as the development of new industry was the con­

solidation of the already established mills and factories in the 

1920s J. L. Nelson and associates formed the Nelson chain of 

mills by purchasing Caldwell Cotton Mills. The newly formed 

Nelson Mills consisted of five mills with a total of 35,000 

spindles 2 5 Duke Power purchased Rhodhiss Manufacturing Company 

1n 1919 which became 1n 1925 the first mill 1n the county 

converted to electric power. Broyhill Furniture Industries 

purchased the stock of Lenoir Furniture Corporation 1n 1929, 

thus forming the core of the present company. Caldwell County 

helped underwrite North Carolina's ranking as the leading ln­

dustrial state 1n the South and the nations fifth largest 

producer of wood household furniture on the eve of the de­

pression. 

The Great Depression that began 1n 1929 affected Caldwell 

County as it did other parts of the state. Many businesses 

closed, farmers lost th~ir fa r ms, and companies and businesses 

went bankrupt. Mills and factories ran only part-time and some 

closed entirely. The county population continued to rise as 

unemployed urban people went back to the rural countryside. A 

Civilian Conservation Core (CCC) camp was built in Mortimer 1n 

1933 but mostly washed away 1n the 1940 flood. Early statistics 
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representing the labor force of Caldwell's number one furniture 

industry are scarce, so the 1ncrease of 41% from 1934 to 1941 

could be weighted by layoffs during the depression and the 

prospects of World War Ir.26 As Caldwell prepared for the 

second World War, the town of Lenoir had eleven furniture 

factories, two veneer plants, and two mirror concerns.27 

Architecture (1910-1940) 

During this period the domestic architecture 1n Lenoir began 

to distinguish itself from rural architecture. The need for 

increased, substantial housing for mill managers and owners, as 

well as modest housing for mill and factory workers created a 

diversified housing inventory 1n Lenoir. Among the ea ·rly 

residential neighborhoods to develop was Maehill Park. T. H. 

Broyhill of Broyhill Furniture Industries purchased a sub­

stantial tract of land southeast of Lenoir's business district 

in 1924 and sold off large residential lots. 

substantial houses were built 1n this area. 

Many of the city's 

J. H. Beall also 

developed part of his ancestral plantation, "Fairfield", as 

middle 1ncome housing. Mill housing was developed along 

Virginia and Kent avenues, and Spainhour Street, but industrial 

expansion s1nce 1930 has wiped out many of the mill houses 

except along Spainhour Street. The area of Spainhour Street 1s 

called Cotton Mill Hill and 1s covered with small frame houses 

erected around 1913 by Lenoir Cotton Mills. 

Further evolution of the rural house was witnessed after 

1910 when the one- and two-story, double-pile house, sheltered 
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by a hip or pyramidal roof, became a popular form. This type had 

first come to North Carolina about 1850 and had a long tradition 

of use in th e Deep South.28 By adding gable projections, clipped 

bays, and bay windows, the asymmetrical form characteristic of 

the Queen Anne style was achieved; and by retaining a sym­

metrical form and adding classical porch and window treatments, 

the Colonial Revival style was achieved. Often elements of both 

styles were combined to create an eclectic house. Among the 

rural examples of this house type are the James Collett House 

(ca. 1915), and the Karl P. Throneburg House (ca. 1910) which 

has a clipped bay and a turrett. 

Examples of the Colonial Revival style built ~n Lenoir are 

more refined than their rural counterparts. Built generally ~n 

the 1920s the detailing and use of brick reflect the prosperity 

the town was experiencing. The Finley E. Coffey House 

(1924) 1s a handsome examples of this style ~n brick, and the 

Jake Seagle House (ca. 1927) of frame construction 1s also 

representative of the styling. 

The Neoclassical style, an elaborate, classically derived 

style, never achieved much popularity ~n the county. Examples 

of the style with its large boxy form and characteristic 

monumental porch carried by classical columns are none-existant 

~n the countryside. Of the three houses built in this style in 

Lenoir, the Mark Squire House (ca. 1913) 1s the first Another 

handsome example ~s the Fred Thompson House built ~n 1924, one 

of the first houses in Maehill Park. 
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As early as 1913 the bungalow style appeared 1n Cald~ell 

County as seen 1n the erection of James Beall's Summ e r House on 

then rural Harrisburg Drive. The style gained increasing 

favor during the mid to late 1920s. The adoption of the 

bungalow style, which emphasized low exterior profiles and 

irregular interior plans, marked the final break with the 

county's traditional house building practices. The bungalows 

.erected 1n rural Caldwell were modest and simply detailed 

expressions of the idiom. They incorporated the style's basic 

elements: one or one-and-a-half story houses with gable front or 

side gable ro ofs, usuall y with engaged porches, exposed rafters 

and triangular brackets. There are some brick but the majority 

are weatherboarded, usually with woodshingles in gables and 

dormers. The interiors are informal and usually finished 1n a 

restrained Colonial Revival manner. The Lula Hickman House 

(1925) 1s a good example of rural bungalow styling with its 

simple brick gable front form and engaged porch. A distinctive 

bungalow built during the late 1920s 1s the Garland Jones House. 

School Architecture (1870-1950) 

The first records of Caldwell County Public Schools date 

back to 1885 when there were 58 districts with at least one, 

one-teacher school 1n each district. By 1900 there were more 

than 100 of these one-teacher schools 1n operation.29 Supple­

menting public education, which only had a budget of $4,137.27 

for 1885, were private academies such as those 1n the Globe, 

Hart 1 and , Hi b r i t en and G r a n:i, te Falls areas Several frame 
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school houses which predate 1885 still surv~ve. Among the 

oldest are the Lingle School (ca. 1880s) a one-room school ~n 

Hudson, and the Lower Creek Academy (ca. 1870) a two-room school 

in the Gamewell vicinity. The Lingle School now serves as a 

museum and Lower Creek Academy has been used as residence s~nce 

the 1920s. 

A significant educational facility, which began as a 

"working farm" ~n the county, ~s Patterson School, established 

1. n 1909. Samuel Legerwood Patterson bequeathed his Palmyra 

estate to the Episcopal Church of the Diocese of Western North 

Carolina for a "spiritual, cultural , and vocational school for 

boys." The second son of Samuel Finley Patterson (1799-1874), 

one of the earliest settlers ~n the county, Samuel L. Patterson 

served as the North Carolina Commissioner of Agriculture for 

thirteen years. He was instrumental in developing and expanding 

the departments serv~ces to the people of the state. Palmyra 

encompassed 1350 acres (second in the county only to the Lenoir 

estate of 1361 acres) and was valued at $10,000 ~n 1897. The 

plantation house "Palmyra" was used for classes and a dormitory 

until it burned in 1922. No longer a working farm, the school 

became coed ~n 1971 and ~s now a preparatory school.30 

Lenoir did not have public schools until 1900. Churches, 

private tutors, and academies took care of education ~n the 

small town. There was a surge of interest ~n education ~n the 

county during the 1920s and 1930s possibly due to the improved 

roads that made bus transportation feasible and new public 
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education laws passed by the General Assembly. Larger brick 

elementary and secondary schools were constructed. By 1924 

Central High (former) Lenoir High School was occupied and other 

high schools were completed in King's Creek and Collettsville in 

1925 and 1928. By 1930 fifty-six schools existed and 1n 1932 

the first school for blacks was built. Early 1n the 1950s the 

state entered the educational picture with increased financial 

aid for school buildings. Additional schools were built, old 

ones improved, and all one and two-teacher schools were abol-

ished.31 These buildings exhibit the restrained Colonial Revival 

detailing that typified much school architecture throughout the 
• 

United States during the 1920s to the 1950s. 

Summary 

Furniture 1s still King 1n Caldwell with Lenoir, the 

) "Furniture Captial of the South," as its county seat. In 1981 

45% of Caldwell's labor force was employed in furniture industry 

jobs. Broyhill Industries is the largest furniture corporation 

1n the state with annual sales of about $275 million and a total 

labor force of 6600, and the number one employer of Caldwell 

County. The county continues to be strongly industrial and 

especially in Lenoir, the population continues to 1ncrease as 

evidenced by the suburbs growing up around the town. 
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